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Study Area & Experimental Design Findings
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MSI = 0.195 – 0.026[log(blood Hg)]; P = 0.05

Field surveys were conducted during  May 1 – August 30 to estimate the loon population density and population demographic parameters (adult 
survival, fecundity, and juvenile recruitment) within the area of risk.  GIS tools were used to create a 8600 km2 sample grid which was subdivided into 
344 25-km2 cells.  Cells were stratified into 4 categories of loon nesting habitat quality based on surface water area.  Cells were randomly selected (22 in 
2002, 32 in 2003 & 2004) from each strata and all lakes >4 ha within or intersected by the cells were surveyed to count and map the number and location 
of loons present.  There are a total of 1582 lakes >4ha within the study area. 


