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TO: James A. Yach, Secretary’s Director- Northern Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
FROM: Moen Lake Chain Association Board
DATE: October 31, 2025
RE: Recent DNR findings
Dear Mr. Yach –
Thank you for the responses below regarding our concerns with the DNR findings.  We continue to engage and work in collaboration with your colleagues at the DNR and appreciate the relationships we have built over many years of lake stewardship.  We are hopeful that you and your team will continue to host informational meetings and have transparency as it relates to future testing and remediation.  
What data/science changed since the initial advisory?
For fish/wildlife consumption advisories, Wisconsin uses guidelines established by the Great Lakes Consortium for Fish Consumption Advisories. The PFOS Best Practice document, which outlines the tissue/meal cut offs, was revised in 2025 based on new and better understanding of the toxicity of PFOS. 2025 PFOS Best Practice Guidelines Great Lakes Consortium for Fish Consumption Advisories
 How can you define a circle on a deer/waterfowl?
The advisory area for deer around Stella was based on the extent of PFAS levels observed in deer samples collected in 2024 as well as the maximum range for a white-tailed deer. For the lower Green Bay waterfowl, the advisory area is the same as the previous PCB-based advisory that was in place since the 1980’s. We are fully aware that wildlife, especially waterfowl, can move around. However, the advisories are based on the data collected and interpreted as best to protect public health. 
 Other communities in WI with levels – how are they dealing with? Surely we aren’t the only lakes in the state with PFAS?
There are two PFAS that are of note in the surface water: PFOS and PFOA. High PFOS concentrations in the lake water are mainly a human health concern through the consumption of fish. PFOS concentrations in water are predictive of, or directly correlated to, PFOS concentrations in fish. Following suggested fish consumption guidelines is the best advice to limit PFOS.  In contrast, high PFOA water concentrations are a human health concern due to incidental ingestion. DHS presented several ways to limit incidental ingestion during recreational activities at the Stella Townhall in 2024.See the WI DNR website here under the subheadings of “Follow WI advice on consuming Fish” and “Follow health swimming guidelines” https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/chemical/pfas.htm
1. Note that DHS has mentioned at meetings that the main route and concern for PFAS human exposure is ingestion, and not dermal contact. Although DHS suggests limiting contact with PFAS products.  .
1. Snowden Lake and the Moen Chain are the only waterbodies in the state that have both PFOS and PFOA surface water concentrations above WI surface water standards for PFAS. Other areas, such as the Yahara River Chain in Madison only have PFOS concentrations above the surface water standard (and subsequent fish consumption advisories), but PFOA concentrations are low. Therefore, the Stella Area is unique in having high concentration in surface water for both PFOS and PFOA.
 Property Values?
The WDNR cannot comment on property values.  The lake association may wish to reach out to the county tax assessor or speak with a local real estate rep to help understand how PFOS/PFOA in the Moen Chain may impact property values.  
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